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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Karen Higginbottom 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Scottish and UK government must lead the way in creating an effective green recovery and 
not leave this to individuals or businesses. I believe more radical action is needed to 
financially incentivise those businesses that are decarbonising and penalise those 
businesses that are contributing to carbon emissions.  

We must account for the carbon we are responsible for as well as the carbon emitted by other 
countries when they make our products. 

I believe Scotland needs to take the lead on committing to environmental and economic 
justice and this needs to be reflected in its policy agenda. Policies need to support and build 
on the resilience of nature and not contribute to the climate crisis.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

It is too easy to revert to ‘business as usual’. Businesses and individuals generally do not 
have sufficient motivation to make positive choices when cheaper and easier alternatives are 
readily available – whether this is how to do business or what products to purchase. 
Government must provide strong and clear leadership and remove the most damaging 
options from the table. A strategy is needed to change consumption patterns. 

Although the new Scottish Investment bank is welcome, it’s painfully under-funded at just £2 
billion. How can local authorities be encouraged to do more to invest in sustainable and green 
businesses when they are so strapped for cash? What about supporting local authorities to 
establish their own ethical investment funds or banks? What about providing incentives to 
local energy companies so they can develop renewables with profits remaining within the 
local community?  

The use of gross domestic product as a measure of a successful economy and society needs 
to be overhauled. GDP takes no account of the wellbeing of a society, whether that is social, 
environmental, economic or health. As Scotland is one of the countries in the Wellbeing 
Economy Alliance, I would like to see environmental wellbeing prioritised over profit and an 
economy that lives without its planetary boundaries while ensure that its people are being 
cared for in terms of housing, education and health care. Please read ‘Doughnut Economics’ 
by Kate Raworth which is developing methodologies for cities and countries to live in a more 
sustainable way.  

A clear plan is also needed to support a just transition from the oil and gas sector to 
renewables. 

In terms of land use, I would like to see reform of land ownership so there is more community-
owned land use. I would also like to see policies encouraging the development of organic 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/


ECCLR/GR/035 

2 

farming on a small-scale and less intensive agriculture. To be honest, encouraging the growth 
of local food which is transported in shorter distances makes perfect environmental and 
economic sense especially in terms of building food security and with the vagaries of a post-
Brexit world where imports might go up in price.  

I would like to see a more integrated approach to public transport with subsidies being taken 
away from the aviation industry and given to the rail industry so train travel is more affordable. 
I would like to see more funding to local councils to run hydrogen or electric buses and the 
infra-structure to back this up. More cycle lanes in towns and cities and major streets either 
pedestrianised or just allowing buses.  

In Moray, the defence industry is one of the major industries in the county with bases at 
Kinloss and Lossiemouth. I would like to see a reduction in carbon emissions from these 
planes.  

In the education sector, I would like to see climate change taught as early as the first year of 
primary school and to be a compulsory element of the Scottish Curriculum. Sadly, a 
significant number of people do not seem to take the threat of climate breakdown and species 
extinction seriously – again highlighting that choices cannot be left to individuals. This does 
highlight the need for more education and opportunities for people to make a positive 
connection with the environment.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Key priorities include:  

• Moving to a sustainable transport system  

• Retrofitting housing  

• Continuing to grow the renewable power sector including wind, solar, wave, hydrogen 

• Supporting nature & sustainable land use, with specific targets & strong action plans 

• Creating a Doughnut Economy which cares for the health and education and housing 
of people while living within planetary boundaries 

• Subsiding rail travel to make it more affordable and putting a carbon tax on the aviation 
industry or incentivising them to reduce their carbon emissions.  

• Encouraging people to buy local. Supporting local businesses by reducing business 
rates or offering incentives.  

• Education-climate change to be taught as a compulsory module in the Scottish 
Curriculum 

• Supporting local food growing by supporting food co-ops and small-scale organic 
farming 

• The establishment of national and local climate change assemblies 

• There should be assigned departments or specialist staff in implementing climate 
change mitigation (e.g support for climate change officer positions in councils). 

• Better recycling provision. 

• More home working and less commuting. 

• Retraining employees made redundant by oil and gas industry for jobs in the 
renewable energy sector.  
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How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Supporting the following: 

• Moving to a sustainable transport system.  

• Making our buildings more sustainable to build and run. 

• Continuing to grow the renewable power sector including wind, solar and wood fuel. 

• Supporting nature & sustainable land use, creating a circular economy. 

• Investing in opportunities for people to enjoy and connect with the environment.   

• Introducing an air departure tax to reduce frequent flying. 

• Funding for local authorities to develop their approach, eg through appointing climate 
change officers. 

• International support for sustainability. 

• More funding for the National Investment Bank? 

• Carbon taxation for the oil and gas industry, aviation industry and defence industry 

General response 

The response to COVID19 had shown that swift and radical action can be taken for the 
collective good. The global health / social / economic impact of climate breakdown will be 
massively greater than COVID19 unless similarly swift and radical action is taken.  

Much work has been done by some NGOs on the issue of green recovery, for example ‘A 
Green Recovery – how we get there’ (Greenpeace 2020) – reviewing such reports would be 
helpful. See also Commom Weal's 'Our Common Home'. 

Nature based solutions offer a win-win ... habitat networks to include wildlife 
bridges/underpasses; the restoration of peatlands; reform of grouse moor and deer 
management; moving to sustainable farming systems; increasing the rate of new woodland 
creation; a recovery plan for our seas; and developing urban greening ideas. All of these 
would create green jobs. 

I’m strongly against the dualling of the A96 and would prefer that investment to be switched 
to cheaper and more regular bus services and improving the rail services between Inverness 
and Aberdeen. Plus, I would strongly support safer cycle routes in towns of Moray.  

Also, I would be in support of bringing in a basic income or at least piloting it in a region in 
Scotland given we are facing the double whammy of a post Cov-19 economy and Brexit. 
Economic inequality as well as ecological degradation are inextricably linked and need to be 
tackled together.  

 


